ETWALL BOWLS CLUB AGM – 26TH March 2026
This was held in the Frank Wickham Hall, starting at 7pm.

Members Present 
Annette Archer, Dave Archer, John Barker, Peter Barnett, Martin Bowker, David Bramall, Dave Dolman, Jan Dolman, Janice Draper, Jackie Fisher, Steve Fisher, Mark Flavell, Gary French, Lynne Fryatt, Stephen Gorman, Dave Gosling, Helen Gosling, Jane Greaves, Graham Harris, Chris Hesketh, Graham Hesketh Tony Higgott, Peter Hill, Geoff Hunt, Kath Irvine, Clive Kearney, Gordon Kelman, Pat Key, Mick Lister, John McNeilly, Louise McNeilly, Peter Owen, Nigel Rawlings, Neil Robinson, Barry Sargent, Vicky Simpson, Gary Smith, Elaine Smith, Andy Strange, Matthew Such, Jeff Tatem, Paul Taylor, Jonathan Tinkler, Lynn Tinkler, Les Tonkinson, Ann Williams, Nick Wilson, Steve Wilson, Stuart Woods, Steven Worthy, Elaine Wright, Kevin Wright

Apologies
Julian Baker, Elaine Blackburn, Jamie Blackburn, Ron Cope, Chris Hales, Sian Hales, Ray Irvine, Dorothy Kelman, Fran McDonnell, Bev Moreton, Bev North, Martin North, Keith Parker, George Tansley, Sue Tansley, Derek Taylor, Chris Walker, Bob Wyllie

Minutes of the last meeting 
27th March 2025 - Accepted as a true record.
[Proposed: Martin Bowker; Seconded: Kath Irvine]

Matters Arising
None

Chairman’s Report
Welcome to you all.
Looking back on last year, the club moved forward in many ways. We celebrated 60 years!
Membership rose to 97, a new high. 18 teams played – more than ever before, with six teams achieving promotion and one cup winner, and also we had several players play for the county. Congratulations to you all. 
We also adopted two new ideas which were both successful. Open days were busy, and, thanks to Martin North, well advertised.
Paul Taylor’s regular Sunday morning sessions were very well received, and are happening again this year starting on April 5th, I would like to thank Paul for his contributions to the club. These sessions also raised funds to buy new planters for around the green, thanks to David Bramall for making them. Also thank you to Lynn and Jonathan Tinkler for the planting and the upkeep of these which they have agreed to do again this year.
Also last year, we had lots of large old bowls turned down to smaller sizes, so that the club now has a full range of weights available for all members to try, displayed in a new bowls holder in the shed, made by David. There are now two new benches and new paving, using donations from Pat Key, in memory of Alan, and from Jane Greaves – thank you.
This year (if we have 2 floodlight teams again) there will be 20 teams, including venturing into the Needwood league for the first time.  We have also invested in a new fence around the green to help with security for the future.
I have been asked to say to all members, when you play a match please help the captains in the following ways. Arrive in plenty of time, and stay until the end, as there are jobs to done before and after the match (e.g. putting chairs out and clearing up) – the captains have enough to do and are often left to do it all, with very little help. Washing up and making tea should be done by everyone, not just a few. Help around the green, and not just sitting chatting, helps a lot of teams and players.
Finally, a big thank you to all of you who play a part in this club, and are constantly making every year enjoyable. To all of the committee, thank you. To three key people who deserve massive thanks – Graham, Tony and Jan – you all do so much for this club in so many ways. I hope everyone here appreciates all of your efforts and commitment.
Our green is so fantastic thanks to Tony, and also to everyone that helped out during refurbishment last October, and I hope you all have an enjoyable season playing on it this year.

Team Reports - 2025
South Derbyshire Senior Ladies
A difficult start again this season as our captain and another regular player were unable to play, however, we were able to welcome Fran, a new player to the game who did very well and secured her first wins and also Sue West and Kathryn Colebourne who were happy to join us as their original team had pulled out. 
We ended up 3rd in the league which was an excellent result. My thanks go out to Annette who agreed to take on the captaincy this year and did a great job and to all the girls who pulled together and played when we were short.
Jan Dolman
South Derbyshire Monday Night Aggregate Singles - Division 3
After being relegated in 2024 into Division 3, it was hard to muster support to get a team together for 2025. It is with special thanks to Paul Taylor and Stuart Woods who both agreed to play to keep this team alive.
With team numbers tight each week, halfway through the season we were delighted to welcome two new bowlers, Matthew Such and Nick Wilson to the fold. They side-stepped the second team and plunged straight into the challenge of the first team. 
Surprisingly on two occasions we had the unusual position of having 9 players so it was a hard decision of who would miss a game; not a situation this team has to cope with very often!!  
We thought dropping a division would give us an easy ride but the standard was high with strong teams from clubs like Marehay and Belper Pottery who are rapidly rising through the divisions. Oddly some of our best results were against these strong teams and we fell short against our fellow strugglers. 
During the first half of the season we were near the bottom with relegation a distinct possibility, but improved performances from all players led to our survival and we will play in Division 3 again next year.
Beverley North
South Derbyshire Monday Night Aggregate Singles - Division 4
This season, Etwall B finished 4th which was one higher than last season. A solid result in a competitive league of nine teams. With 6 wins from 16 matches, the team showed consistency and resilience throughout the season.
We played 128 games, winning 58 and losing 70, with an overall aggregate of 2171 For, and 2196 Against, leaving us just minus 25 in the red. That narrow margin reflects how tight many of our matches were often decided by just a few points.
Two standout performances this season were Pete Barnett & Martin Bowker, both winning 10 games each, these contributions were a real asset to the team and helped tip the balance in several key matches.
Across the squad It was nice to see that we brought a few new players this year showing good promise for the future with one new player (Nick Wilson) helping out the A team for most of the season. We saw strong commitment, steady improvement, and a great team spirit. Everyone played their part, and I would like to thank the team, whether playing, supporting, measuring, helping with chairs and not forgetting collecting cups and doing the washing up, whilst I was busy running the match, thank you all very much.
Looking ahead, we’ve got a great foundation to build on. With a bit more improvement and a few more points in the close games we’re well placed to push into the top three or two next year, maybe promotion, who knows.
Thanks again to all players and supporters for making this season a success. Let’s carry the momentum forward into 2026.
Stephen Wilson
South Derbyshire Tuesday Night A team
2025 was a challenging season in division 1, but only as tough as we expected it to be. We approached each game with our usual resolve and failed in the end to keep our division 1 place through aggregate and not points. Next season should offer a different ride.
This is my last year as captain and with every confidence I hand over to David Gosling who will ably lead this splendid squad.
Martin Bowker
South Derbyshire Tuesday Night B team
Another enjoyable year for our showcase beginners team. With no pressure to win, everyone could relax and play for fun. Nevertheless, the team acquitted themselves well, and an away win in the final match at Denby secured a creditable mid-table spot. 16 players were used: Les finished top of our singles averages and Sian topped our pairs averages, so well done to both. I am happy to run the team again next year, especially now that the tradition of bestowing a bucketful of beers on the captain at the end of the season has been firmly established.
Graham Hesketh
Belper Over 55’s A
A difficult year for results for many of us in this team did not dampen spirits or enthusiasm to stay in this very competitive top division. We did it, finishing 7th overall.
Well played to Tony, finishing 2nd in the division averages and Louise (in her first season with the team), finishing 9th.
Thanks to all the team for your support and looking forward to the challenge of 2026!
Dave Dolman
Belper Over 55’s B
The over 55B team had a really good year finishing second out of 10 teams, so it looks like promotion for us into Division 3 next year. After a tough start losing 2 of my regular players to illness I had a base of 10 people. This worked out really well and they all played their part with some really good away wins as well as home ones. So thank you to all of them and also the people who filled in for me, their enthusiasm and support was much appreciated.  Also special thanks to Paul for taking over as captain when I wasn’t available.
I would like to step down as captain next year.
Kath Irvine
Belper Doubles
The aim of the team was to help coach new players with some of our experienced members.
What a season, everyone deserves a mention, but in particular Peter Hill and Derek Taylor for their roles. To Vicky, Matthew and Gary – a great start to your bowling careers. We won the league by 20 points and succeeded in winning the cup.
This has been a pleasure to captain, and I look forward to next year.
Dave Dolman
East Midlands Parks
A very difficult year in a tough division. Many of our established Parks bowlers decided step down or switch to other teams, so we were tight on numbers throughout. Only 10 players were used, but we never had to play short, so thanks to everyone who helped out. Relegation became inevitable fairly early, but the one bright sign was the new partnership between Vince and Stuart; they finished 5th/6th in the Division averages. Although I enjoyed running the team, I will not be playing Parks next year, as I want to join Chris in the Belper Doubles.
Graham Hesketh
Burton Vets A
The vets first team has had a good year finishing 3rd out of 11 teams in the top division. Illness, holidays and a much-strengthened Littleover side has prevented us from repeating our title winning exploits of the previous year. However, the team has cemented its position in veteran circles by having 3 of our players reach the finals of the vets singles merit, and 2 pairs in the doubles finals. In addition to that, more of our players have been selected to play for the East Midlands Vets county team. In the last county game of the season against the Wirral, 5 Etwall players have been selected which represents a quarter of the entire county team. Quite remarkable.
Tony Higgott
Burton Vets B
After gaining promotion to division 2 last year alongside Chellaston, our aim this year was to stay in the division on not get relegated.
After a fantastic season we gained promotion and are going to division 1. The challenge will be big, but we start with the same aim of not getting relegated, and will see what happens.
This was a team effort with everyone contributing, special mention to Chris Hesketh and Jan who were there most weeks supporting, scoring and helping out.
Now, must start the plan on how to beat Tony’s team!
Dave Dolman
Burton Vets C
This was my first season as captain. I would like to thank all of the team for their support. We all got on well together. It was a very enjoyable season.
We finished in 6th place, but were just 5 points behind the 4th position.
Well done to Tony - the pitch has been excellent all season.
I am happy to continue as captain, unless someone else wants to take it on.
Dave Archer
Belper Ladies
A difficult season for the ladies due to illness and the lack of a captain a couple of matches in. So I thank each one of the ladies for pulling together when there was uncertainty about whether the team could continue or not.  In the end we managed to put a full team out for all the matches. We finished bottom but one and will go down to Division 2 next year. Thanks to Jan who co-captained the team with me.
Thanks to Paul for the Sunday morning games, I really enjoyed them and they were always well attended whenever I went. Thanks also to Tony for looking after the green, as always, a great job.
Kath Irvine
South Derbyshire Friday Men’s Singles
Unfortunately we finished 2nd from bottom and are relegated to Division 2. On the plus side Liam had a good season finishing 5th in the averages (12 wins out of 16).
Vince Askham
Saturday Belper Singles A
This year has been a great season with us finishing 4th in Division 1!
I felt this season was easier for team selection than the last season, and as a team we are getting harder to beat. I think next season we will be right up there again giving the likes of Marehay, Horsley and Littleover a tough game. 
I would like to thank all the players who played and had a huge part in finishing in the position we have. Also a big thank you to Jan Dolman and the 2nd team players that helped out when we were short! :-). 
Regarding captaincy next season, I am more than happy to carry on.
Liam Kirkland
Saturday Belper Singles B
A great year as we ended up winning the league only 3 points ahead of Codnor who chased us all the way. 
We welcomed Gary French to the team who did very well considering it was his first ever season of bowling and my thanks go to the players who stepped in when we were short. 
Janice was our best player who only lost one game followed closely by Dave Dolman and Martin Bowker who only lost two. 
Thanks also to Liam for the banter, and who managed not to pinch too many of my players this year!
Jan Dolman
Floodlight League – Etwall, Division 2
We finished second in the League, just pipped (2 points) by Horsley. 
We are promoted back to the 1st division again!!  Where we will need to up our game if we aren’t going to be another one season wonder.
We were really strong in the doubles again (not so strong in the singles).
Gary and Elaine Smith finished top of the league averages, Mark Flavell was undefeated as was Nick Wilson who has had a great 1st season in the Floodlight league.
Special thanks for Chris Hesketh’s support at games and to Pete Hill, Stuart Woods and Graham Hesketh for deputising as captain.
It should not be underestimated that it is always difficult finding 12 players at the end of the season so thanks to those who stepped in for the odd game and to Stephen Wilson who had to lend us players on occasion; he did a tremendous job in also fielding a full team in all matches.
Martin North
Floodlight League – Etwall A, Division 5
This season was my first time running the team and at first I had enough players to choose from, until towards the end of September it was getting much harder as people were not available. However, by hook or by crook I managed to scrape together 12 players for each match. It was a bit of a learning curve but knowing what I know now it should be a lot easier next year.
The Team played 10 Matches consisting of four singles and four doubles, I mixed up the team to give a chance to play with different players which proved to be a success getting everyone chatting with each other.
We played well and were winning most of our games 54 out of 80 games. This led to us achieving an aggregate of 1452 points For and only 1169 points Against. I am happy to say we finished 2nd in the division and are due to go up into 4th Division next year. This was a great achievement by all who participated.
A special mention to the players who at short notice made themselves available. They know who they are, many thanks.
And finally, thanks to all players and supporters for making this Floodlight season a success and look forward to next year.
Stephen Wilson

Treasurers Financial Report - 2025
Good evening everyone, I hope you can all see a copy of the accounts for 2025 which have been audited and verified.
We had a really good year last year. 97 members including 24 social made up 18 teams, with prize money of £357.00
We had another great year for the Bank Holiday competitions and secured sponsorship from East Midlands Airport and the Tinkler family. We had record sales for the refreshments and raffle and a lot of people worked really hard before and on the days to make them both a success.
Green purchases were higher this year but some of that was offset from donations for what we spent.
Thanks to all members who donated to the club, raised money from Easy Fundraising and gave up their time to help throughout the year. Easy Fundraising made £135.15 and we were also in receipt of interest on our bank accounts which made £328.53
We still have the support of Etwall Parish Council and they contributed to half the green keeping materials as usual.
We start this year in a good position and the Committee proposes to leave all the membership fees and match fees as they are, although we have already spent £6000 on new fencing to secure the green.
I will be collecting subs at the end of the evening if anyone wants to pay tonight, otherwise please pay by bank transfer.
That’s all from me has anyone got any questions?
Jan Dolman

Election of Officers
Chairman: Dave Dolman [Proposed: Gary Smith; Seconded: Jane Greaves; Accepted unanimously]
Treasurer: Janet Dolman [Proposed: Gary Smith; Seconded: John McNeilly; Accepted unanimously]
Secretary: Graham Hesketh [Proposed: Jackie Fisher; Seconded: Steve Fisher; Accepted unanimously]

Election of Committee Members
Committee members to be elected en-bloc:
Julian Baker, Jackie Fisher, Tony Higgott, Kath Irvine, Bev North, Ann Williams. 
[Proposed: Elaine Smith; Seconded: Steven Wilson; Accepted unanimously]

Election of New Committee Members
David Bramall [Proposed: Jackie Fisher; Seconded: John Barker; Accepted unanimously]

Election of Captains
Belper Ladies 			Chris Hesketh
Belper Singles A		Liam Kirkland
Belper Singles B		Jan Dolman
Belper Over 55’s A		Dave Dolman
Belper Over 55’s B		Jackie Fisher
Belper Doubles A		Graham Hesketh
Belper Doubles B		Dave Dolman
Burton Vets A			Tony Higgott
Burton Vets B			Dave Dolman
Burton Vets C			Dave Archer
Burton Vets D			Steve Fisher / Kevin Wright
Derby Senior Ladies		Shared (c/o Jan Dolman)
Derby Mondays A		Bev North
Derby Mondays B		Stephen Wilson
Derby Tuesdays A		Dave Gosling
Derby Tuesdays B 		Graham Hesketh
Derby Fridays			Liam Kirkland
Floodlight A			TBD
Floodlight B			Stephen Wilson

Club Captains to be elected en-bloc:
[Proposed: David Bramall; Seconded: Louise McNeilly; Accepted unanimously]

Subscriptions 2026
The Committee proposed that subscriptions for 2026 would be kept the same as 2025 i.e. League £45, Social £25, Junior £7.  Match fees would remain at £1 per game. 
[Proposed: Kath Irvine; Seconded: Steve Fisher; Accepted unanimously]

Safeguarding Officer
All three current Safeguarding Officers (Tony Higgott, Bev North and Martin North) have decided to step down. We are pleased to announce that Lynne Fryatt has agreed to take over the role. We have no safeguarding concerns.

Green & Opening Date
The green will be opened on Saturday 28th March 2026, starting at 12pm with a “crash bowl” event. A new gate code has been assigned. 

AOB
The Chairman reminded members of the ongoing need for volunteers for various activities: hosting neutral Cup games, club competitions (Mon 4 May and Mon 31 Aug), Well Dressings target bowls on Sun 17 May, and an Open Session for non-members on Fri 24 Apr 1.30-3.30.

We have decided to enter a team in the Dickie Cup. This is for the South Derbyshire Fri Night Singles teams which are now mixed (Men & Ladies).

Dates for diaries: 

Open Competitions 
Bank Holiday Monday May 4th – Round Robin mixed pairs
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bank Holiday Monday August 31st – Knockout mixed pairs
Entries through Dave Dolman.

The end of season meal will again be at Mickleover Golf Club on Thu October 8th (organised by Jan Dolman.)

The meeting closed at 7.38pm.

